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Elites in current societies

Why should
we care
about
elites?



A dual academic neglect



Elite research
CS lack substantial resources, power and societal

influence



Civil society research 
Egalitarian, inclusive and 
’against’ state and market. 





Recognition
Concentration

Hierarchization
Contestation



Studying civil society elites in Europe – four
thematic studies

(I) Composition of CS 
elites

• How is organized civil 
society structured in 
the four countries and 
at the EU level?

• What qualities, values 
and networks are 
associated with leaders 
of large CSOs?

• Survey, 
prosopographical study, 
database with CS 
leaders in four
countries and EU

(II) Reproduction of CS 
elites

• How are civil society
elites formed and 
reproduced?

• Analyses of recruitment
and appointment
processes in peak
organizations

• Training of and prizes to 
CS leaders

(III) Interaction and 
integration of CS Elites

• Do elite groups in civil 
society interact, or 
integrate, with other
elite groups?

• To what extent, how, 
and with what
consequences are elite
groups in civil society
integrated with other
elite groups?

• Biographical interviews, 
studies of exclusive
arenas for interaction
and integraiton

(IV) Challengers of CS 
elites

• By whom, on what
grounds and with what
consequences are civil 
society elites
challenged and 
contested?

• Case studies looking
into anti-gender 
movements and right-
wing populism

• Social media analysis



Contexts for the study of civil society
elites in a European context

• Cross country comparisons

• Comparisons across levels

• Sweden, Italy, England and 
Poland and EU/Brussels 






